
Brooks and Gregg

Hi!  We're Brooks and Gregg, and we are so pleased to be able to introduce ourselves.  We have been together for three years, married since November of 2013, and we are very excited to take the next step and become parents.  We both come from close families with strong ties.  Family, church, and community are all priorities in our life together, and our friends and family have been so supportive and encouraging as we take the next steps in the process of adoption.  Though we currently travel a lot—mostly to see friends and family—we will make adjustments for the new baby and most likely have everyone come to visit us for awhile.  That being said, we can't wait to eventually travel with our child and show him or her the world that we live in.We met at a friend's graduate school graduation party, but never really spoke until months later at a work-related event.  Even after that it took us some time to reach out and start dating, but we are glad we finally did!  Our wedding was a special event for us, filled with family and friends and love. Now we are ready to complete our family with kids, and we recognize adoption for the special gift it is.
GreggHi!  I'm Gregg, a 34-year old Ohio native.  Some of my family still lives in the state, as well as many friends, so we visit there often. Though my parents divorced when I was very young, they both remarried and are still married today; they all four are friendly and get along well.  As a kid I had four loving parents – and it was great. Our baby or babies will have six grandparents to dote on him or her, and all six of them are looking forward to a new grandchild.
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Gregg with his mom at our wedding

Brooks with his mom at our wedding



We lived on a dead-end street and I spent lots of time running around and playing with the neighborhood kids.  It was a safe and trusting environment; in the summer I would take off in the morning and not show up back at the house until four!  It was great.  A neighbor had a pool and swimming in it was definitely a summer tradition for us kids.As a kid I played a ton of sports, and by high school I focused more on football, the swim team, and student government. High school was a great time for me and I was very involved in sports, music, and theater.  Our grandparents lived close by and were very involved, and would take me, my brother and my sister to practices, music lesson, and church.  I took my degree in Political Science, and by my junior year in college had gotten an internship at the White House.  By 2003 I was part of the Bush-Cheney re-election campaign in Ohio, and continued to work with the President's travel arrangements office for four years.  I now work in the private sector, arranging private jets and other travel needs for clients.I often work from home and have a very flexible schedule.  Brooks and I both will be stay-at-home parents, for at least part of each day; we are considering a nanny or nanny-share situation but this would only be part-time at most.  Most important to us is to be involved in our kids' lives, to be parents who are present and involved, and raise our kids ourselves!
BrooksHi, I'm Brooks, and I'm happy to be able to tell you about myself.  I'm 39 years old, and I was born and raised in a small town in the Texas Panhandle.  I have two sisters and several nieces and nephews, and it's always fun to hang out with them.  Gregg and I both value the time we get to spend with the kids in our lives.  Growing up, I loved to spend long weekends and parts of summer on my family's beef ranch a few hours away from home.  I liked visiting there and enjoyed getting up early to help with the ranch chores.  Church, music, and sports were all a big part of my childhood.  My  mom is still a music teacher, and I took piano lessons and sang in the church choir.  I was also very involved in the local 4-H program, starting with sheep in 3rd grade.  Later I showed steers and heifers, and eventually served as my district president 
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Brooks hanging out with nieces and nephews

Gregg the cycling instructor

Gregg with niece and nephew



and also on the Texas State 4-H board.  My aunt and uncle still operate the beef ranch, and Gregg and I occasionally visit my family there.  The ranch has several horses, and one of them is even kid-friendly! It will be fun to visit for some rural adventures. I started college as a vocal major, but eventually decided to try an internship at Disney World. Yes, I did some shows and parades as Prince Charming, in both Orlando and Tokyo!  I did some backpacking around Europe and had a wonderful time exploring the world.  In December of 2001 I got my degree in Political Science from a Florida university, moved to Washington DC, and became involved in politics.  I worked with the National Republican Congressional Committee and then in the House of Representatives.  I now do government relations for a law firm here in DC.  My schedule is flexible, so I will be able to be a part-time stay-at-home parent.  Outside of work, I like to spend time working out, being outdoors, and traveling.  Each week I volunteer as a tutor for kids who need a little extra help in that area, and this has been very rewarding for me and for the kids both.  I've really enjoyed watching some of my students learn and grow.    
Our Extended FamilyOur lives are so full of friends, family, and each other, but we are looking forward to that day when we have our baby and feel complete as a family.  Relatives are all spread out over the States but we make it a priority to be together on holidays and stay connected. Everyone decorates for Christmas, and Thanksgiving is a big deal too—we get up, watch the Macy's Parade on tv, cook together and then relax to watch football.  Yes, we are adults, but we still love to carve pumpkins every Halloween!With six grandparents to dote on him or her, our baby is going to have plenty of love!  This will be the first grandchild for Gregg's mom and step-dad, and she can't wait to read books, do bedtime prayers, and bake delicious cookies!  His step-dad is looking forward to books, games, and telling stories.  Gregg's dad is excited about lots of Lego construction and Grandpa time, and his step-mom is a wonderful cook as well.  Brooks' mom will be an amazing musical inspiration for our child, and his dad is looking forward to telling lots of stories and introducing our kids to the ranch, the land, and the horses.  
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Brooks' parents with niece

Fun with Brooks' sister

Brooks at home with one of our cats, Momo

Workout class with a friend



Some of our friends have children, and we enjoy spending time with both them and with our own nieces and nephews. We are excited to become involved in all the kid-related schools, classes, and activities that our community offers. We hope to give our kid a little taste of everything, and let things grow from there.  
A New Family TogetherWe are so excited to be able to offer a place in our hearts and home to a new baby.  Kids and spending time with them have always been important part of our life together, and we are ready to become parents and experience that special joy ourselves.  Our child-raising values are very similar, and we absolutely plan on being interactive and involved parents.  We look forward to providing life-enriching experiences such as music, theater, travel, and sports; we also will teach our child the value of hard work and how to become proud members of society and country.  We are both very involved in our church and will give our child a solid grounding in faith.  And mixed in with all of it will be lots of love and fun with adoring grandparents, aunts and uncles, and cousins, and as many diverse experiences that we as parents can offer.  

Thank you so much for taking the time to get to know us! We sincerely look forward to meeting you, and we are thrilled that adoption can give us a beautiful baby with whom to share our lives and hearts.  It means a lot to us, and we recognize it for the special gift that it is.
~Brooks and Gregg.
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Happy Birthday, Brooks!

Must be Fourth of July!Christmas elves...

Yearly vacation in the Hamptons

At the Washington Nationals game with friends
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Together with some of our wonderful friends

Gregg at cycling class with a friend

Enjoying a California beach vacation

The two of us with Brooks' mom

Gregg with his mom and brother
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Gregg with his dad and stepmom at the 

Washington, D.C. World War II memorial

Pumpkin carving!

Annual Hamptons vacation with friends

Our recent vacation in Greece

It's Christmas!

Decorating the tree


