
Carter & Cliff 
….and Dash too!   Woof!  

Hello!  Thank you for giving us a 

moment to introduce ourselves….  

Carter & Cliff 

This photo was literally taken 15 minutes 
after we met!   

We are Carter & Cliff and we met one night at a birthday 

party in New York City in 2009.  Carter had already lived 

in NYC for about 12 years and Cliff had just moved to NYC 

via San Francisco.  We made eye contact from across the 

room and immediately Carter walked up to Cliff and 

introduced himself.  It was an instant connection for both 

that led to several dates, lots of travel, and in 2011, 

purchasing a weekend country home together in Upstate 

New York.  Then followed a wedding proposal during a 

beautiful sunset off the Italian Amalfi Coast in 2012.  Then 

on June 22nd, 2013, with many of our friends and family 

there to witness, we pledged our life and love to one 

another on the front steps of our country home.  Shortly 

after getting married, we made a small addition to our 

family with the adoption of our adorably sweet and kind 

4-legged canine, Dash.   

In 2014, Cliff was offered a fantastic opportunity in Los 

Angeles, CA to work for a leading international 

biotechnology company to manage their entire west coast 

sales teams.  Having worked for the same publishing firm 

for 16 years as a Director of Finance, Carter was asked by 

his company to maintain his position as Director of 

Finance and offered him the ability to work from our new 

home in Los Angeles.   
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A little bit about Carter’s Family… 

Carter was raised in the small town of Rice Lake, 

Wisconsin.  Carter is the middle child with an older 

brother, Scott, who is an executive at a manufacturing 

company.  Scott is married to his high-school sweetheart, 

Pam, who is a dental hygienist.  They have made their 

home in Minneapolis, MN and also have a country home in 

Long Lake, WI.  Carter’s younger brother, Mark, is an 

investment banker in New York City and was just recently 

married to his partner of 10 years, Todd, who is the 

Director of Finance for a luxury hotel group.  They live in 

New York City and also have a weekend home (where they 

got married) along the North Fork of Long Island.   

Carter’s parents are now retired and live in a beautiful 

home on Long Lake, Wisconsin from April-December and 

spend January –March at their winter home in Orlando 

Florida (not too far from Disney Land!).    

Carter’s father, Tom, owned his own construction 

company; building new schools, hospitals and bridges for 

the State.  Carter’s mother, Gloria, was a stay-at-home-

mom who still devotes much of her time to volunteering at 

the local school and their church.  Tom and Gloria love 

children and have sponsored many foreign exchange 

students and opened their home up to children for 

mentorship programs.   

Family means so much to both Carter and Cliff.  Taking 

frequent trips home to see family is never an issue and 

always a lot of fun.  No doubt, Uncle Scott will teach his 

niece or nephew all about the great outdoors and Aunt 

Pam will be able to teach them all about cooking & baking!  

Uncle Mark and Uncle Todd will be amazing Uncles, 

introducing their little niece or nephew to lots of travel 

and stays at fabulous hotels around the world! 

Tom and Gloria are extremely excited to be grandparents 

for the first time!  They are such patient and kind people 

who love boat rides on the lake, travel, games, gardening 

and animals.  Grandma Gloria is an amazing cook and loves 

gardening and plants.  Grandpa Tom can make one heck of 

a camp fire and can teach anyone how to fish.   

Our many trips home to Wisconsin have always been filled 

with love and laughter.  Lots of great stories, games, 

amazing food, and late night chats around the fire.  Being 

able to connect to our roots always makes us feel good, 

loved, connected and supported.   
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A little bit about Cliff’s Family… 
Cliff was raised on a dairy farm in Pleasant Hill, MO; 

where all of his family still reside today.   He is the middle 

child in his family.  His older brother, Clay is the owner of 

a lawn and landscaping business and developer of a pre-

school and athletic center focused on early childhood 

development and encouraging children to be actively 

involved in sports and physical fitness.  Clay is married to 

his college sweetheart, Rebecca, who is a stay-at-home-

mom to their 5 children; Ramsey, Avery, Brody, Gabe and 

Olivia.  Rebecca also routinely volunteers at the local 

school and her church.  Of their children, Ramsey is 13 

and is a stellar athlete.  Just like his father, sports come 

very natural to him and he loves football.  He’s also an 

honor student and loves to be outside and active.  Avery is 

12 and also highly involved in sports (he loves basketball) 

and is a very talented artist.  Brody (also very athletic) is 

10 and loves wresting and going to sporting events 

(especially the Kansas City Chiefs football games!).  Gabe 

is a very charismatic 8 year old who has no problem 

keeping up with his brothers!  He too is very gifted 

athletically and is quite the stage performer.   Olivia (the 

youngest and only girl) is 6 and she loves dance…LOVES it!  

Cliff’s younger sister, Tami, is pharmaceutical sales 

representative and married to her high school sweetheart, 

Josh.  They have 2 adorable little boys, Liam and Pierce.  

Josh owns his own home development company and 

routinely volunteers as a coach for little league baseball, 

soccer and football.  Both Tami and Josh love travel and 

being outdoors; either on the lake, hiking or road trips.  

Of their children, Liam is almost 3 and loves being 

outside, riding his “green machine” and playing ball.  His 

little brother, Pierce is almost 1 and is quite the charmer 

with his winning smile and carefree personality.   

With 3 children, their spouses and 7 grandchildren; Cliff’s 

parents, Phil and Nikki and always on the go! ...Always!  

There are always ball games, dance recitals, school 

programs, church programs, holidays, birthdays and family 

dinners to tend to. Family is at the heart of their being.  

Phil has retired from farming and now owns his own 

insurance business in Pleasant Hill.  Nikki is soon to retire 

after 45 years of being a beautician and is now actively 

involved with her own Mary Kay business.   

Family get-togethers and holidays are always so special 

with Cliff’s family.  The children really are at the center 

of all they do and every effort is made by all to get 

together for any reason at any time as often as possible. 
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Carter’s note to you about 

Cliff… 

Cliff is a very caring and generous person with a strong appetite for 

adventure and exploration.  As a child, Cliff had dreams of becoming an 

astronaut.  Cliff’s parents indulged his fantasy and encouraged him to do 

well at school and to try his very best at everything.  This nurturing led 

to Cliff becoming a varsity athlete, class president, and giving the 

commencement speech at his high school graduation where he graduated 

with honors.  Cliff was a recipient of an Air Force ROTC scholarship to the 

University of Missouri.  He thrived in college as well becoming president 

of his Air Force fraternity, involved in multiple student programs, and 

graduating top of his class at Air Force Officer Training.  In 1997, Cliff 

earned his Bachelor of Arts in Communications/Public Relations and 

graduated from University as a 2nd Lieutenant in the Air Force. 

In the Air Force, Cliff continued his education earning his Masters of Business Administration and served as a 

flight commander for the U-2 Spy Plane Program; stationed at Osan Air Base in Korea.  After completing his Air 

Force obligations in 2002, Cliff began a very successful career in pharmaceutical sales.  Cliff loves his work as it 

allows him to interact with many different people and he is dedicated to helping those who suffer with psoriasis 

and psoriatic arthritis to get the medications they need to live happy and normal lives.    

 

I proposed to Cliff on the deck of a sailboat as we were 

heading out to sea off the Italian Coast.  The sun was 

setting and Cliff was gazing out towards the horizon.  As I 

pulled the ring out of my pocket, I knew I was about to 

make one of the best decisions of my life… 

Cliff is a fantastic husband and will make an amazing 

father.  He is supportive and very generous and is always 

trying to improve himself and our relationship.  Family is 

very important to him and he will do anything and 

everything for them or me.  Cliff loves to explore new 

places and try new things.  He is always up for an 

adventure and is easy going.  I couldn’t want anything more 

in a partner.                    

 

All about Cliff… 
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Cliff’s note to you about 

Carter… 

 

At the University of Minnesota, Carter majored in Human Ecology and would spend his Spring Breaks studying 

social issues such as homelessness in Los Angeles and Elderly issues in Southern Florida.  Being actively involved 

on campus, he was nominated to the homecoming court, elected as an officer in his Fraternity, and participated 

in intramural sports.  After college Carter did work studying elderly housing for a company that was owned by a 

major publisher which got him into the publishing business – where he has been ever since.   

 

 

All about Carter… 
Carter is loving, caring and nurturing and is so excited to grow his family.  He 

was raised in a small town in Northern Wisconsin where he excelled at school 

and lettered in athletics.  In addition to being highly involved and successful 

in track and football he was also involved with many different student  

organizations in high school including DECA where he competed at the State 

level and was recognized for Outstanding Achievement.  At a very young age, 

Carter learned the value of hard work, budgeting and finance.  He saved his 

money from his after-school job and bought a small sailboat with his best 

friend.   Being an avid lover of the water, Carter taught himself how to sail 

and race in regattas. He continues to enjoy waterskiing, scuba diving and 

sailing.  

 

Before meeting Carter, I had a criteria for anyone I 

dated…that family had to be important to them and that 

they too wanted to have children one day.  Thankfully, I 

met someone who met those very high standards and that 

was Carter.    

Carter is a very fun loving and outgoing person.  He loves 

being around other people and like me, has a passion for 

traveling and exploring all the things this amazing world 

has to offer.  As an avid reader, Carter is very intellectual 

and curious person.  He also makes me laugh and helps me 

to “stop and smell the roses” when I need it.  He’s a 

wonderful man who has taken such good care of me with 

love, support and friendship.  I know that Carter will be an 

amazing father. 
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Dreaming of expanding our family with even more love… 

With gratitude in our hearts, 

Carter & Cliff 

As we write this letter to you, we hope that we are doing an adequate job of expressing our love for starting a 

family and just who we are and why we hope you will consider us to be your child’s parents.  We feel that we 

have been blessed beyond words and would love to share those blessings with your child.  Our favorite 

compliment that we hear often from our family is what wonderful uncles we are and that someday, if given the 

opportunity, we would be such good parents.  Our friends who have children gladly give us the opportunity to 

watch over their kids while they go out to have a “date night”.   

We believe a child can never have too much love.  Between your love and ours, your baby will be the most 

adored child ever and will have every opportunity possible to live up to his or her potential…we promise. 

We pledge to you our oath that we will love your baby unconditionally.  We will assure your baby knows that 

YOU and your family also love him/her.  We will support your baby emotionally, financially, and spiritually.  We 

will do all we can to show them all this world has to offer.  We promise to laugh with them, cry with them, and 

never ever let them feel that they are alone in this world.  We will do everything in our power to give your baby 

the confidence he/she needs in order to reach their goals and become the person that they want to be. 

Thank you so much for letting us give you a glimpse into our world.  We truly wish you the very best that life has 

to offer. 

 


