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Hi!  We're Charlie and Rachel, and we are so happy to be able to introduce ourselves and our children, 
Hannah and Charles.  We love kids and know that we want a bigger family, and for years we have had a 
heart for adoption.  There is so much we can offer as a family, and the prospect of gaining a child through 
by adopting is exciting for all four of us. 
The kids have already checked out 
library books on adoption and want to 
know all about it!  We are praying for 
the birthmom and baby and can't wait 
to meet you both.

We live in the southeast portion of the 
U.S. at the end of a cul-de-sac.  We 
have about an acre of land, so there is 
plenty of room for kids to run and play 
outside.  Our home is in a gated 
community, very safe and kid-friendly, 
and many of our neighbors have kids 
and young babies.  You can find woods 
and ponds nearby, as well as several 
great playgrounds and a community 
pool.  We even have a trampoline—with 
a safety net, of course.

Hannah and Charles
The kids are so thrilled to be big brother and big 
sister to a new little baby!  Hannah is eight, 
already a big sister to Charles, and she is a joyful, 
sweet, caring child.  She looks out for her little 
brother and loves to spend time with him.  One of 
Hannah's passions is swimming.  Since she was in 
an AquaBabies class at five months old she has 
loved the water, and is now an excellent swimmer, 
competing year-round on a competitive swim 
team.  She also loves to read—when she is not 
baking with her mom or riding her bike, she likely 
has a chapter-book in hand and her nose buried in 
the story!  Some months back, Hannah had twelve 
inches cut off her hair, so she could donate it to 
make a wig for a friend who had cancer.

Charles is a fun and kind-hearted boy who 
genuinely cares for others.  He is quick to notice if 
a friend has a need, and always wants to help out. 
Recently a friend of his was sick and Charles went 
to his piggy-bank to buy some coloring books and 
a toy for his friend.  He has just started the first 
grade and he is an active little guy.  He swims just 
like his big sister and also plays on a soccer team. 
Just like Hannah, he is an avid reader.  We have 
been reading books with him every day since he 
was a baby and now he reads to us!  
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Our home

Hannah and Charles – our wonderful kids



At Home
We watch some TV and occasional movies, but we really 
feel that it is important to emphasize outdoor time, 

physical activities, and reading instead of 
electronic entertainment.  It makes us proud that 
both of them would choose a book over a video 
game!  When there isn't a soccer game or swim 

meet going on, we like to go hiking and explore the outdoors, spend weekends at the family cabin, take 
trips to the mountains or the beach, and visit local attractions.  

About Rachel
Hello!  I am so pleased to be able to share a little bit more about myself.  I had a good childhood, which 
included the opportunity to live overseas.  My dad is a pastor, and until I was ten we lived in the 

Philippines, as missionaries to tribal people in villages. 
I had a lot of good experiences growing up, and as 
I watched my parents work with these people, it 
really gave me a heart to work with people as well.

Once we returned to the States, my father took a job as 
director of an inner-city ministry in California.  All of us 
children volunteered time to serve the homeless and 
those in need.  For me, this helped establish a desire to 
help other women.  After college, I received my masters degree in mental health counseling, and my first post-
graduate position was working with pregnant women at a residential facility.  I still volunteer on a weekly basis 
and work with women in a counseling support group setting.  
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Rachel and Hannah baking something special

Rachel and Charles reading together

Charles practicing his best soccer kick!

Hannah competing at a swim meet



Although the work I do with these women is important to me, my family always comes first.  When we became 
parents, Charlie and I made the choice that my being a stay-at-home mom would allow us to provide the 
best environment for our kids during their childhood years.  I love and treasure the time I spend with them.
 

...My Husband
Charlie and I have known each other for ten 
years and have been married for eight wonderful 
years!  We met in Seattle.  Shortly after our 
marriage we moved to the Southeastern U.S. to 
be closer to Charlie's family and my sister.  The 
rest of my family lives on the West Coast and we 
visit back and forth frequently.  Charlie was born 
in Georgia, and he is a true Southern gentleman! 
I love the way he sets his priorities around his 
family, and it means so much to the kids when 
he shows up and is present for everything from 
soccer games or swim meets to a doctor's 
appointment.  He is always offering the kids 
encouragement and teaches them on a daily 
basis to keep on trying, even if you don't make it 

the first time around.  As I watch him be an amazing father every day, I find I love him more all the time, 
and he is a vital and inspiring part of our family.  

About Charlie
Hi.  Thanks for this chance to tell you a little 
about myself.  I was born and raised in 
Georgia, not far from where we live now.  I 
had a good childhood and a strong Christian 

upbringing, with one little sister.  I grew up in the same 
house where my parents still live today.  

Extended family was a big part of my childhood, with grand-
parents living just twenty minutes away and lots of aunts, 
uncles and cousins.  Everyone would take a yearly summer 
vacation together, and today Rachel and I make that a priority 
in our lives; we just had a cousin's retreat with the kids at my 
cousin's lake house and had a great time.  

In high school I went out for baseball and track, and still 
enjoy running to stay fit.  I recently did a mountain trail race 
and Rachel and the kids were there to cheer me on.  I like to 
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Fun times at the pool with Dad

Charlie with the kids

Weekend with the cousins at a local apple farm



mountain bike as well.  Our state offers a lot of beautiful trails and natural areas, and all four of us try to 
get out to explore them on the weekends.

I earned an engineering degree from 
Georgia Tech on a scholarship.  After 
college I moved to Seattle to begin my 
career with a large electrical engineering 
firm, and I am still employed by them today. 
While I was on the West Coast, I picked up 
snow-boarding and met my beautiful wife!  
 

I am fortunate to have a flexible work schedule, so I am able 
to make family a priority.  It is important to me to be involved 
in the kids' lives, and I love being able to watch them work 
hard and succeed at what they try to do.  I always want them 
to know I am there to support them and cheer them on.

...My Wife
I am blessed to have Rachel as my partner on this journey 
through life.  She is an amazing wife and mother, as well as 

my best friend. 
She is a stay-at-
home mom, and 
she deals with the 
kids in a positive 
and loving way that really shows as they grow and mature. 
Among other things, she and the kids take time to put 
together bags of food to distribute to people in need.  She is 
as quick to hop on a bike and take the kids on a ride as she is 
to help them whip up a batch of cookies.  The new baby is 
going to have a great mother!

Lots of Family Time
We have a large extended family – great-grandparents 
included!   There is so much love and support from them as 
we go through the adoption process.  Holidays and vacations 
are a big deal for us, and Sunday Brunch is a monthly get-
together with everyone.  At our big Thanksgiving gathering, 
the cousins all play together and put on talent shows, and at 
the end of the day we have a bonfire and roast marshmallows. 
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Learning to ride without training wheels

Enjoying some of the local hiking trails



Grandma and Grandpa 
own over 11,000 acres 
of land, property that 
has been in our family 
for seven generations. 
There are endless ponds, 
woods and wildlife to 
explore, and you can see 
a lot of history in the old 
cabin sites with falling-
down brick chimneys or 
in the old barns.  It is a 
special time when we 
can go and explore and 
hear the old stories told 
again, and be reminded 
of the continuity of 
family history.  

Over the Fourth of July 
we had a cousin's 
reunion at a nearby lake 
where one of Charlie's 

cousins has a house.  A neighbor always puts a lot of effort into a truly spectacular fireworks show, and all 
the neighbors plus our family gather for dinner together and fireworks afterward.  In addition to tubing, 

kayaking, riding the jet ski, paddle-boarding, or fishing, we 
all helped pick blueberries and Rachel made blueberry 
pancakes for the whole crowd.  It was definitely a great 
time together.

Rachel's family from the West Coast will travel 
to meet us somewhere fun, and we have 
destination family reunions that way.  This 
summer we rented a house at Niagara Falls.  Everyone had a damp and wonderful time on Maid of the 
Mist, the boat that takes you up the river to the Falls!  Last summer we all went to Florida, rented a house 
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Cousin's reunion at Crystal Beach

All geared up for Niagara Falls

Charles tubing with his aunt at the lakehouse

At Crystal Beach for Rachel's grandparent's 60th wedding anniversary



on the beach, and did Disney World and Sea World.  But no matter where we end up, it is always a great 
time with a lot of love, laughter, and the making of good memories.

We all really enjoy the Holidays!  On Christmas Eve the kids help bake and decorate cookies for Santa, and 
we even make reindeer food!  Since she was a little girl, Rachel has had a special family tradition of 
cinnamon rolls on Christmas morning, so she gets up early and makes those before we do stockings and 
Santa gifts.  After that is a big family dinner, more presents and good times together.  
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A Christmas family gathering

Surf, sand, and sun at the beach with the cousins



We don't want to forget Jack!  Jack is our dog, 
an energetic and fun little Dachshund-Jack 
Russell mix.  He's two years old and a great 
companion for the kids.  When he's not running 
and playing around 
the neighborhood 
with Charles, he's 
probably curled up 
on the couch with 
Hannah while she 
reads a book.  He 
always welcomes us 
home with the kind 
of enthusiasm only 
a dog can muster!

wvw

Moments We Treasure
Life offers so many wonderful opportunities to play, celebrate, laugh, and create memories together.  No 
matter if we are on a vacation somewhere, or taking a family hike on one of the local trails, or just sitting 
around the dinner table sharing the details of our day, our life centers 
around the home and one another.  We wouldn't want it any other way!  
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Hannah reading with our dog Jack

Hannah and Charles with Charlie's mom and dad Grandparent's Day at school
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Rachel getting some cuddle-time with her nieceWhat else would we do with a surprise winter snowstorm?

Taking a moment for some girl-time together King of the castle!

Sight-seeing at Niagara Falls



Together In Life
As you can see, family is very important to us!  We are so blessed to be together as we go through life and 
watch our children grow and mature.  They inspire us on a daily basis to be better people.

We can't wait to welcome our newest family member into our home and hearts, and are overjoyed that 
adoption can help us become parents to another amazing child.  Thank You for taking time to get to 
know us; we hope to hear from you soon and already look forward to meeting you.

Sincerely,
~Charlie, Rachel, Hannah, and Charles.
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Hannah and Charles at ChristmasA family hikeSuperheroes and  princesses!

Big smiles with Grandpa Looking forward to five of us!


