
James, Kristi & John 

 

Hi, we’re James and Kristi from Northern California. We’ve been married for almost 15 years. James grew up 
here and we’ve been living here for the past 10 years. We both come from big families with lots of cousins for 
any children we have to play with and be near. We have very close relationships with both our families and 
everyone is very supportive and excited about our choice to adopt. We love living near the ocean (you can see 
it from our backyard) since we’re both active in surfing, sailing, diving and fishing. We travel often to places 
near and far both within the US and to other countries. Education and self-reliance is important to us. Kristi is 
a Montessori preschool teacher in her own child care she runs from our home. James also works from our 
home office as a currency trader. 

 
     Living on Bali for a few months    Kristi surfing in Costa Rica 



        John 
A year and a half ago we met and fell in love with John. He’s 
6-years-old now and just a joy to have in our family. His 
adoption will finalize this year. He’s super excited to have a 
sibling and has already planned out all the things he will 
teach his new brother or sister. John is so caring and 
thoughtful. He’s very adventurous and eager to try new 
things. He’s also a little jokester and is just starting to get 
knock-knock jokes so he tells those all day! John loves 
playing outdoors. He loves to ride his bike, his skateboard, 
his little motorcycle. He just started playing basketball. 
James taught John to surf last year and we all go surfing at 
least twice a month here in the Bay Area. John loves playing 
with his friends and can’t wait to have a little brother or 
sister to love. 
 

  
 
 
 

 

John’s birth family 
also lives in the Bay 
Area. We go and visit 
family members a 
couple of times a 
year and share 
photos and videos 
often. We stay in 
touch as often as 
they are 
comfortable. We feel 
so blessed to have 
them in our lives and 
will be forever 
grateful to them for 
allowing John to be a 
part of our family as 
well.  



Kristi 
I was born and raised in the Oregon countryside. I’m the 
seventh of nine children and have loved growing up in a large 
family. We didn’t have a television growing up and we never 
missed it. We were too busy playing outside, climbing trees, 
swimming in the river, catching tadpoles and going to the 
beach. We didn’t have a lot of money growing up but my 
mom was so resourceful that I never really noticed how little 
we had. She would make most of our birthday and Christmas 
presents and sewed all of our Homecoming and Prom 
dresses. In order to stay home and raise us kids she started 
making cakes for friends and family. She’s been a 
professional cake decorator for over 40 years now and 
people fly her all over the US to make their wedding cakes. 
She taught me to sew and cook and be creative with what I 
have. I’m hoping to pass on these same great skills to our 
children. 

 
 our wedding cake     a client’s wedding cake    my sister’s wedding cake 

 
My dad was a great father to us. He taught us to live by principles, morals and ethics. He would take the time 
to teach us how to master a skill instead of just doing it for us. He had a folk band in college and played the 
guitar and piano very well. My mom played the French horn in a symphony.  My parents raised us to 
appreciate music and all my siblings and I play at least two instruments. I grew up playing the trombone, I’ve 
recently learned to play the ukulele. I’m now teaching John to play, too. Our children will have the opportunity 
to choose an instrument to play, if they wish.  



There are six girls and three boys 
in my family and, even though 
we’re all grown-up now, we’re still 
very close. Most of my siblings live 
within 20 minutes of my parents’ 
home. My parents have 26 
grandchildren with two more on 
the way and they all get together 
at my parents’ house once a 
month to celebrate birthdays and 
share a potluck dinner. I love my 
family and they are very 
supportive of us adopting 
children.  

I currently run my own child care out of our home. I have several staff members who assist me at as we care 
for up to 12 children every day. I love what I get to do for a living. I love being a part of their lives and being 
able to witness all their adorable moments. And since I have so many helpers I really appreciate that I’m able 
to be a stay-at-home mom to my own children and step away from the business to focus just on them. I was 
able to homeschool our adopted son last year for kindergarten and we would take many fieldtrips around the 
Bay Area as part of his education. He also loved playing at home with all the other child care children. We have 
a large home that is kid-friendly and very safe and clean with lots of toys and room to play. We make all the 
meals from scratch and keep them as organic and healthy as possible, with lots of fresh fruit and vegetables 
from our local farmers’ market. 

 

Not only do I own the child care, but I’m also the Montessori Preschool teacher. I love the Montessori-method 
of teaching and raising children. It’s all about respect and enabling the children to grow and develop 
confidently at their individual pace. I teach them to care for themselves and their surroundings. They learn to 
cook meals, clean and dress themselves, read, do basic mathematics, world geography and simple science all 
before entering first grade. They love the freedom of learning in a stress-free, non-pressured environment 
where they are free to make mistakes and try new methods. Children’s minds are like sponges and they are so 
ready to soak up as much knowledge as we provide. 



These are just some of the philosophies I follow when caring for and raising children. I’m so passionate about a 
child’s growth and development and it’s such a joy for me to work with them every day. My mother-in-law 
also has her own child care in her home nearby and we collaborate and share ideas together. I’m excited to be 
able to watch and participate in the growth of my own children some day.  

James and I met in Los Angeles. My brother 
was his roommate so I would spend quite a 
bit of time at their place. James and I were 
friends for a year and a half before we started 
dating and we’re still each other’s best friend 
through these 15 years of marriage. He makes 
me laugh and is so incredibly thoughtful. He 
has a strong character and has been my rock 
through the good times and bad. He’s goofy 
and charming and smart and everyone loves 
being around him. He is an amazing dad and 
really loves our son and is excited to have 
more children. 

 

James 
My name is James. I grew up in a small town in the 
Bay area. I am the second oldest of 5 children (1 sister 
and 3 brothers). My childhood consisted of playing 
little league, participating in Boy Scouts (I’m an Eagle 
Scout), bike riding and lazy afternoons fishing with my 
friends in the bay. My parents were kind and loving to 
one another and to all of us kids, as such they set a 
great example of how a marriage and family can be 
successful regardless of circumstances. When I was 19 
I moved to the Philippines for 2 years as a missionary 
for my church. I grew to love the people of that 
country and it also gave me perspective of what life is 
like in other parts of the world. Since then I have been 
to Canada, Mexico, Indonesia, Trinidad, Taiwan, and 
Hong Kong. Every place I travel to I learn something 
new about myself and how we all fit into our world.  



Kristi and I still live and work in the Bay area. I am a currency trader 
and I enjoy the challenges my job provides me. Being a provider of a 
stable and loving home is my top priority.  Working from a home 
office gives me the flexibility and freedom to step away from work 
and spend time with John and Kristi whenever we want to go do 
things together. Kristi and I were both raised in religious families are 
still very active in our church today. I love spending time outdoors and 
traveling. I continue to enjoy activities like surfing, fishing and diving. 
Pretty much if it is in the water I love it. I hope to teach our children a 
love of the ocean and environment as well.  

 

 

 

 Halloween 2016. Kristi sewed the costumes 
 

We can only imagine the difficult decision 
ahead for you. We feel honored even to be 
considered. If we are given the opportunity 
to adopt again, that child will always know 
they are loved and came from a loving family 
before joining ours.  

         Playing with Indonesian school children in a rice field 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Family trip to Hawaii 2017           John being John   


