
Rick and Gwen

Hi!  We're Rick and Gwen, and we are so happy to be able to 
introduce ourselves.  We have known each other for 18 years, 
have been married for 8 years.  It was a first marriage for both 
of us.  

We met in 1990 when Gwen was in a Physical Therapy and 
Occupational Therapist internship at a local Texas hospital.  Rick 
was living in Arizona at the time, but was home visiting for the 
holidays.  We had a great first date and kept in touch over the 
next few years, but by the time Rick moved back to Texas, 
Gwen had taken a job as a mortgage conversion manager with 
the FDIC and spent the next eight or so years traveling around 
the country with her job.  When she was offered a permanent 
job in Minnesota, she took it.  

But through all the years and distance, there was something 
about our friendship that kept us in touch.  We began a long-
distance relationship, but finally decided that if we were going 
to give ourselves a chance, 
we needed to be in the 
same city!  It was an 

exciting and scary crossroads in our lives, but we had both always felt 
there was something special between us.  Gwen moved back to Texas 
and we began the new phase of our lives together.  Gwen was offered 
a new position within her company to allow her a much more flexible 
work schedule, and in 2006 we made it official and got married!

Even in the early years of our long-distance relationship, we knew we 
wanted children.  We just didn't know at that point we would 
complete our family through adoption!  Over the years we have 
collected items for our baby—clothing from places we visited together 
or events we attended together.  We so look forward to becoming 
parents, and giving our child the unconditional love that comes from a 
mother and father and raising him or her with the values that are so 
important to us.  We both have big, loving extended families, and we 

cannot wait to bring 
our own little one 
into that circle.

Gwen
Hello!  I'm Gwen!  I was raised in Venezuela for most of 
the first five years of my life, along with my little sister 
Jessica.  My mom was Venezuelan and we had a 
wonderful early childhood with many cousins.  We only 
came back to the States to seek medical treatment for 
my mother.  Unfortunately she passed away not long 
after that, but I still have many happy memories of her, 
and her beauty—inside and out.  

1

Sisters!



My dad had grown up in the small town in Texas that was 
now our home, and my grandparents, who still lived 
there, became a huge part of my growing-up years. 
Because of the small-town familiarity, it sometimes 
seemed like my sister and I had the whole town watching 
out for us!  When I was ten, my dad remarried and our 
stepmother Jeannette came to the marriage with three 
older boys.  Overnight, life changed for my sister and me. 
We now had three older brothers, who insisted that they 
were the bosses and were big enough to prove it!  A year 
later our littlest brother Timothy was born, and he was 
the best.  We all loved him, and since Jeannette worked, 
I took care of him most afternoons and all through the 
summers.  

My dad's farm raised corn, cotton, maize, and sugar 
beets.  When we got older we had chores to do, but one of my favorite memories from the farm were the 
times when Dad would let Jessica and me ride next to him on the tractor and “drive.”  We loved to play in 
the irrigation ditches and help bottle-feed the calves.

I have so many hobbies and things I love to do!  Some of these include swimming, water skiing, and 
playing bridge.  I also love to garden, and grow roses, vegetables, oranges, and lemons.  My rose garden 
is extra special to me; in all the years that Rick and I were friends, he never failed to send me roses for 
special occasions.  Eventually, he started buying me rose bushes, and now I love to pick my own roses 
from the garden!  

Since I stopped traveling so much with my job to be with Rick, I have worked mostly from home.  With the 
arrival of a new baby I will quit my job altogether, and I am so pleased to be able to be a full-time stay-

at-home mom!  I have worked as a nanny, and I often saw how parents would miss the first smile, first 
step, first word.  I don't want to miss a second of our baby's growing-up!  

Rick
Hi, I'm Rick, and I am proud to be a Texas native.  I grew up in a suburb of Dallas, with two brothers and 
loving parents.  My dad was a teacher, and later, a high school vice principal, and he, along with my mom, 

taught me the importance of education.  He also taught 
me to love the Dallas Cowboys and the Texas Longhorns, 
and though I spent a lot of time playing baseball, 
football, and basketball, in high school I was usually on 
the honor roll with excellent grades.  I played basketball 
for our church and liked to work on cars.  One of my first 
jobs was at a service station—back when you still got 
actual service at those places!

My family always attended the First Baptist Church, and I 
have always continued to go to church wherever I lived. 
Faith in God is important to both Gwen and me, and we 
share a desire to continue to try to grow in our 
commitment to Him.

I graduated from the University of Texas at Arlington 
with High Honors and a B.A. in Architecture, and found a 
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With Rick's Dad and brother

Gwen with her sister and all four brothers



great job at a local firm.  Later I moved to Arizona to start a branch office there, but have since moved 
back to Texas and now have a great job with a real estate development company. 

Hobbies of mine include our boat (I like to drive it!), 
reading (science fiction and politics), and family of course. 
Over the years I've turned into quite an accomplished 
cook, and that is something that Gwen and I love to do 
together.  I am still a huge sports fan as well – go Texas 
Longhorns!  

My brother lives in New York and is engaged to a 
wonderful lady.  My dad lives not too far away from us, and 
can't wait to become a granddad.  My mom lives in 
Southern California, and though she already has lots of 
grandchildren, she is thrilled at the idea of another one.

Our Home
When Gwen and I married, we bought our home in a beautiful community on a lake.  Our neighborhood is 
wonderful, and we are very friendly with everyone on the street.  Our next-door neighbors are also close 
friends and we are welcome at their pool any time.  Hallowe'en in the neighborhood is a lot of fun!  We get 
together for dinner and celebrations all the time, and consider them part of the family too.

We dote on our two little dogs!  Max is a 12-year-old Yorkshire terrier who thinks he is a 50-lb Doberman! 
He knows lots of tricks, and all the kids love Max and play keep-away with him every chance they get. 
Macallan is a 2-year-old Havanese who plays 
fetch and hops through the yard after her 
tennis ball like a rabbit.  She's a sweet girl and 
goes in for tummy-rubs at every opportunity. 
One of the little neighbor girls down the street 
is absolutely in love with her!

Our home is four bedrooms, with plenty of 
room for a new baby.  We are so looking 
forward to becoming parents; it will be a wonderful next step in our lives together.  We absolutely love 
being uncle and auntie to all our nieces and nephews, but I know there's going to be something extra 
special about adding our own child to the mix.  It will be a joy to have a little one causing trouble and 
being wonderful!

Celebrations, Friends, and Family
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It's a Hallowe'en spookfest! Relaxing in our back yard

Macallan smelling the Texas bluebonnets; Max cheering on the big game

Cheering my team on at the game



A huge and important part of our lives are our families!  We have had some great vacations alone together, 
but mostly we love to spend our free time with our nieces and nephews.  They are all so wonderful, and 
we feel so blessed to have them nearby and as such an 
important part of our lives.  Any number of them will come to 
stay during the summers, and we have a blast with them on 
the lake, shopping, going to fun restaurants, hitting the arcade 
or the go-karts.  We've signed them up for singing lessons, 
wakeboard lessons, and go with the older ones to visit 
colleges, or attend their weddings, graduations, or school 
plays.  I think the kids would like to set up a full-time summer 
camp at our house—in spite of the chores!  

Many of our friends have children, and we've become auntie 
and uncle to their kids too!  It is such a special privilege to be 
involved in these young lives this way.  We love these kids like 
crazy, but have always had the dream of sharing the same 
wonderful life with our own child.  He or she will have so many 
amazing cousins and kids around!  

We always spend holidays with family—if we don't travel there, then they gather at our home.  We 
wouldn't have it any other way!  Around our house, all holidays are cause for celebration but we love 

Christmas the best!  On 
Christmas Eve we go out for 
a family meal and then do a 
Christmas light tour through 
some of the neighborhoods. 
Then we attend a Christmas 
Eve candlelight service at 
our church.  We love to 
bake lots of festive cookies 
and give them to friends, 
co-workers, and neighbors. 

Fourth of July is also a huge family holiday for us and we always 
have a big get-together with family and friends.  We take out the 
boat, barbeque, then eat ice cream while we watch the fireworks 
over the lake – and set off a few of our own too!

A Family Together
One of the things we love most about each other is our shared love 
of the kids in our life.  We are so looking forward to have our own 
little one to shower with the same love and affection.  We have two 

adopted kids in our extended family, and we have experienced first-hand how much joy they have brought 
to our lives.  We can't wait to add our adopted little one into the mix, too!

I have many fond memories of my mom, and to this day I love and respect my dad, and my parents are 
my heroes.  Rick has a great relationship with his dad and mom both, and we both are so excited to 
become the role models for our little one that our parents were for us.  We want to give our child a firm 
grounding in the same faith and love that we experienced as children, and still do to this day.
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All decorated for Christmas!

Pool party with the neighbors and family!



Thank you so much for taking the time to get to know us!  Parenting will be a life-long learning 

experience for us, and we are so looking forward to teaching and being taught by our child.  We are 
waiting with open arms to welcome a child into our family.  We definitely look forward to meeting you, and 
we are thrilled and blessed that adoption can give us a beautiful baby to share our lives and hearts with. 
It means a lot to us, and we recognize it for the special gift that it is.  

~Rick and Gwen.
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More summertime fun with the kids

Fun times with some of our wonderful nieces and nephews


